CHAINSAW EXHAUST
STARTS FIRE IN CUTOVER

Cause

e The fire was started when the heat of the exhaust from the
chainsaw came into close contact with the ground during the
fallers back cut, the ground was covered in very dry fine fuel

material, e.g. pine needles and twigs, that heated up and
eventually sparked.

Other factors

The chainsaw was a fairly new Stihl MS 661 MAGNUM
(pictured top right). The original commonly used saw of
the same size, the Stihl MS 660 (pictured below right) has
a front AND side exhaust to distribute the fumes while the
newer model only has the side exhaust. This means that
while the 661 is being used on its side, e.g. back cut, all of

the fumes and heat are being directed straight towards
the ground.
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